
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

The Commodoreõs Address 
 

Welcome one and all to our latest sailing season. I feel honoured to be entrusted 

with leading our club through the next two years. Firstly I would like to express 

my thanks to Colm Fitzpatrick and his committee for the excellent state in 

which they handed over the clubõs affairs. 

As we leave the half century mark astern I have given some thought to the next 

section of our voyage. Your committee and I have set out some firm goals which 

with the help of each and every onr of our members we believe are attainable. In 

order to provide clarity and focus, I list below our objectives: 

1. Upgrade and re-equip our Broadmeadows facility. 

2. Increase membership by fifty percent over the next two years. 

3. Increase club usage by holding one high profile event every three months. 

4. Raise the profile of our cruiser regatta by instigating a feeder race from 

neighbouring clubs and initiating an inter-club team competition with three 

nominated boats from each club. In conjunction we will host a social event 

for participants on the eve of the regatta. 

5. Establish a Roll of Honour List in the main clubhouse, detailing the 

achievements of the past fifty years. 

6. Provide a board listing the recipients of the Ossie Bachmann Trophy, (Club 

Person of the Year). 

All of these targets are achievable with the help and support of all of you. 

Imagine the vibrancy of our club when these objectives have been realised. 

I need you all on board for the voyage ahead. All suggestions and input welcome. 

Martin Clancy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin Clancy 

Spring Newsletter                          March 2010 

Welcome to the latest issue of 

your club newsletter! We hope 

to publish at least three editions 

in the course of the year; this 

spring edition, a summer edition 

and another in the autumn. But 

to make this possible we need 

your input. Let us know what 

you would like to see covered. 

Better still submit an article for 

inclusion! It is our hope to 

include more features and 

photos from as many of our 

members as possible. We hope 

this helps both older and newer 

members get to know fellow 

club members better. In this 

issue we start with profiles of 

the current committee, (many 

thanks to Graham for pulling 

this together). I am looking 

forward to doing more such 

profiles on other members, and 

perhaps boats! Send in your 

feedback on what you want to 

see in later editions. Have a fun 

and safe sailing season! 

- Editor 

 

Upcoming Dates for your Diary! 

17
th

 March,   St Patricks Day: 
Cruising group sail 10am ς 1pm 

Hot Whiskey, Coffee, Food & Music 
 12-6pm 

 
20

th
 March:           Rigging Day 

24
th

 March:  RNLI Frock Swap 
26

th
 March:     Gourmet Night 

2ς 4
th

 April:           Cruising group sail 
17

th
 April:      Launch Supper 7:30pm 

 

Check www.myc.ie for details 

In this issue: 

Profiles of your new committee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 2-4 

Bar Crew . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 4 

Broadmeadows Sailing    . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 5 

Cruising & Cruiser Racing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 6 

Junior Profile & RNLI  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 7 

Walking Group & Sailstart  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . page 8 

 

 

http://www.myc.ie/
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Profiles of your new committee 

MARTIN CLANCY ς Commodore 

Martin is the new Commodore of MYC (succeeding 

Colm Fitzpatrick in the top job) and will bring his 

extensive business experience to bear on guiding 

the Club over the next two years. He joined the 

club in 1998 and went on the General Committee 

four years later, holding various posts of 

responsibility since then.  

He started sailing in Wexford in 1958 (the same year MYC was founded, by 

chance) and has helmed boats as diverse as Mirrors and a 65ft.wooden 

motor-sailer before acquiring his present boat, a Beneteau 35 called 

Ψ.ŀƴōŀΩΦ IŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ ŎǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ǎŀƛƭƻǊ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ 

several yacht charters in sunnier climes, although riding out a storm off 

Finikay in Turkey would be one of his less favourable foreign experiences.  

Managing Director of warehouse machinery specialists Davcon in 

Glasnevin, he also has a keen interest in equestrian and country sports as 

well as skiing. 

BOB SUGRUE ς Vice-Commodore 

Bob moves up to Vice-Commodore for the next two 

years and will oversee activities and developments at 

the Broadmeadows. He joined MYC ten years ago and 

went on Committee five years later, and has been 

actively involved in the dinghy resurgence in the Club, 

leading by example by regularly sailing a Topaz. 

His sailing began in Dun Laoghaire in 1973 and he has since sailed on 

various cruisers, most notably after his first year afloat with his father and 

brother down the canal to Limerick, then sailing down the Shannon 

Estuary around Kerry and back to Dublin. In addition to the Topaz, he owns 

and sails a Laser and Dart 18 catamaran and has also been known to crew 

ƻƴ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ŎǊǳƛǎŜǊǎ ƻƴ ŀƴ ŀŘ ƘƻŎ ōŀǎƛǎΦ 

A partner in BlueCube Technologies, a Clondalkin-based IT support 

business, his non-sailing interests include scuba diving, snorkelling and 

reading.  

GRAHAM SMITH ς Rear-Commodore 

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻƴƎŜǎǘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ a¸/Ωǎ 

first juniors when the club was formed 52 years ago, 

Graham joins the committee this year as Rear-

Commodore with responsibility, among other things, for 

liaison with the ISA. 

He first served on the Committee in the mid-Ψтлǎ ǿƘŜƴ 

ƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀǎǘƘŜŀŘΩ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ 

ŀƎƻΣ ƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ΨaŀƭŀƘƛŘŜ ς рл ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎΩ ǘƻ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ 

Golden Jubilee. 

IŜ ǊŀŎŜŘ IŜǊƻƴǎΣ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ птл ŘƛƴƎƘƛŜǎ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ Ψтлǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ 

switched to keelboats in Howth (where he is also a member) and has been 

racing in MYC cruisers since the mid-90s. He is now a regular crew member 

on .Ǌƛŀƴ aŎ5ƻǿŜƭƭΩǎ Wκнп Ψ{ŎŀƴŘŀƭΩΦ 

A PR Consultant and copywriter, he runs his own PR & Editorial Services 

ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴŎȅ ²ƻǊŘ{ƳƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊ ǘƻ Ψ!ŦƭƻŀǘΩ ƳŀƎŀȊƛƴŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ 

ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘŜƴƴƛǎΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜΦ 

EDDIE MAGEE ς Hon.Secretary 

Two years after he joined the club in 1978, Eddie went 

on the General Committee and over the past 30 years 

has filled the roles of Bar Secretary, Membership 

Secretary and for the past ten years, Hon.Secretary. 

 IŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙǳō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩs administration 

during the terms of five Commodores, with an 

efficiency that comes, no doubt, from his experience as a senior banking 

official with Bank of Ireland. 

IŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ DƭŜƴŀƴǎΩ .ŜǊŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƛƴ ²Ŝǎǘ /ƻǊƪ ƛƴ Ωту ŀƴŘ 

has since enjoyed sailing in a GP14, Hunter 19, Hunter Delta 25, Feeling 

урл ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ōƻŀǘΣ ŀƴ 9ƭŀƴ ооо ΨtȅȄƛǎΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǎƘŀǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ {ŜŀƳǳǎ 

Mulcahy and John White. 

He has experienced Shannon cruising and flotilla holidays around the 

Ionian islands, Greece and Turkey over the years while ashore, his passions 

include rugby, gardening and matters agricultural! 

ANDY DEEGAN ς Hon.Treasurer 

The longest-serving member of the Committee, Andy 

has held the post of Hon.Treasurer for a remarkable 18 

years and can be credited ŦƻǊ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 

finances in particularly good order since taking on the 

role in 1992. 

An academic at the UCD Business School, he brings the 

necessary discipline and systems to the job of Treasurer and under his 

stewardship, the Club has progressed through various developments 

without major financial hardship. 

He started sailing in 1974, the year he joined the club, and he raced first in 

Enterprises before moving to the Lower Estuary when the cruiser fleet 

began to develop. His most memorable sailing achievement was winning 

the Lambay Race on ECHO in the cruiser he shared with George Long 

although today he is no longer a boat-owner, just an infrequent crew. 

hǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ a¸/Ωǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΣ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ 

reading, walking and golf.  

BRIAN McDOWELL ς Sailing Development 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ .ǊƛŀƴΩǎ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 

and his second in charge of Sailing Development, 

having spent the previous two years as Junior Affairs 

Officer. He has been one of the driving forces behind 

the junior training and coaching in recent years and 

ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ 

tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΦ 

He first started sailing in the mid-70s in Mirrors and Lasers and fondly 

remembers the pleasure of overtaking a Hobie 16 catamaran in a Mirror 

on a particularly windy downwind leg on the Broadmeadows. He crewed 

on various competitive cruisers in Howth and MYC before getting his own 

Wκнп Ψ{ŎŀƴŘŀƭΩ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΦ 

A Structural Engineer by profession, he enjoys rugby, skiing and relaxing 

with family when not sailing. 
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/L!w!b hΩw9L[[¸ - Communications 

Ciaran joins the Committee this year for the first time 

and is responsible for Communications (internal & 

external) which includes the editorship of the 

ΨaŀǎǘƘŜŀŘΩ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΦ IŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ a¸/ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ 

ōǳǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀƛƭ ƛƴ DƭŜƴŀƴǎΩ .ŜǊŜ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ōŀŎƪ 

in 1983 and has sailed Mermaids, Toppers and 

assorted dinghies since then. Since arriving at MYC, he 

crews on Briaƴ {ǘŜǿŀǊǘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ нмм ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ŎǊǳƛǎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

skippers in the club. When there is no wind he enjoys going for a spin in his 

own small Bayliner.  

Iƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƳŜƳƻǊŀōƭŜ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ[ƻǊŘ bŜƭǎƻƴΩ ǘŀƭƭ ǎƘƛǇ 

around the Canaries and whŜƴ ƘŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ 

below the surface as a keen scuba diver. Ciaran runs his own Management 

Training & Coaching Consultancy based in Portmarnock. 

MARY ANGLIM ς Social Activities 

A relatively new member of the Club, having only 

joined in 2003 with husband John and son Sean, Mary 

is now in her second year on the General Committee 

and has taken on the role of Social Secretary, with 

responsibility for planning, co-ordinating and 

organising diverse social events on behalf of members. 

Apart from the tried-and-tested activities, she has other ideas in mind to 

entertain and amuse the members and is more than willing to listen to 

other ideas which will encourage members to enjoy our facilities. 

Describing herself as a non-sailor, her involveƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ 

enthusiasm for the sport and she has no immediate plans to get on the 

water. Instead, she is more likely to be seen on a tennis court in our 

neighbouring club, gardening or walking. 

BRIAN STEWART ς Cruiser Racing Secretary 

Brƛŀƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ 

sailing experience, but what he lacks in that area, he 

more than compensates with enthusiasm, energy 

and organisational skills. 

An Electrical Contracts Manager by day, he now 

starts his second year in charge of Cruiser Racing in 

the Lower Estuary and is actively encouraging boat-

ƻǿƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀŦƭƻŀǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƘƛǘŜ {ŀƛƭΩ 

cruisers while working hard to provide a panel of potential crew to 

facilitate that objective.  

Brian started sailing in Malahide in 2003 and in no time was the owner of a 

.ŜƴŜǘŜŀǳ CƛǊǎǘ нмм ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψaƻƴ wŜǾŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ 

boats competing in club series and open events. Winning the Jack Gibney 

Classic (part of the Fingal Challenge Series) on ECHO last year was his 

sweetest moment on the water to date.   

BRENDA KEARNS ς Cruising Secretary 

Brenda caught the sailing bug in dinghies such as Laser 

and Pico in Sutton and then a course at Glenans in 

Collanmore but moved into keelboats in Malahide over 

five years ago as she wanted to spend more time in a 

boat than in the water! After crewing on various 

cruisers, she is now the proud owner of a Bavaria 30 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ.ŜƭƭŀǘǊƛȄΩ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛƭŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ IƻƭȅƘŜŀŘ ƭŀǎǘ WǳƴŜ 

on her maiden offshore cruise. An enthusiastic member of the MYC 

cruising group who is keen to encouraging novice sailors to participate, she 

is ideally suited to the position of Cruising Secretary in her first year on the 

Committee. 

She works in the world of finance but clearly would prefer to be on the 

water. Her favoǳǊƛǘŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǎ ΨŜǾŜƴ ŀ ōŀŘ Řŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ 

ƎƻƻŘ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΗΩ 

MICHAEL McCABE ς {ǘΦWŀƳŜǎΩǎ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜ /ƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜ 

As the Principal of an architectural/planning 

consultancy and a design & development company, 

Michael McCabe is undoubtedly qualified to fulfil the 

role of maintaining the clubhouse and grounds at 

{ǘΦWŀƳŜǎΩǎ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜΦ IŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨƻō ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎƻ 

and is responsible for ensuring the fabric of the 

building, furniture and fittings are all in good working 

order. 

He started his sailing in Malahide in 1999 and has been crewing on the 

/ƭǳō tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ wƻƎŜǊ DǊŜŜƴŜΩǎ ōƻŀǘ Ψ/ŀƭȅǇǎƻΩ ƛƴ Ŏƭǳō ǊŀŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

years. Cruising in warmer climates, however, is his real passion as he keeps 

Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ пфŦǘΦ WŜŀƴƴŜŀǳ {ǳƴ hŘȅǎǎŜȅ Ψ.ǳƭƭȅƳƻǿΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Mediterranean. His 

most memorable experience was sailing her along the north-west Spanish 

coast three years ago and then bringing her from Villamoura through the 

Straits of Gibraltar to her present berth in Torrevieja, Spain. 

CHRIS SHACKLETON ς Junior Affairs Officer 

Chris is in his second term in charge of Junior Affairs 

and heads an enthusiastic group of parents whose 

children are enjoying the benefits of sailing on the 

Broadmeadows. 

LǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀƛƭ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ ƴƛƴŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŀƎŜ 

in a Heron which taught him the importance of not 

capsizing and a great bailing technique! He went on to sail in Lasers, 

Mermaids and Mirrors before heading to Howth crewing in Squibs and 

Etchells for a few years. IŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ Wκнп ΨWƻƘƴƴȅ .ǊŀǾƻΩ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎ 

ago, still has a Laser and his kids have two Oppies and Laser between 

them, so no shortage of boats in the Shackleton household! 

/ƘǊƛǎΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƴŎȅ о5 ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ 

architectural visualisations and his non-sailing interests include general 3D, 

film and computer games.   

DEIRDRE MOORE SOMERS ς Membership Secretary 

Although she first did an adult training course in 

aŀƭŀƘƛŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ΨулǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ нллп ǘƘŀǘ 

Deirdre and her family joined MYC but she went on 

Committee two years later and has been an integral 

part of the MYC administration since then. Previously 

Social Secretary for a number of years, she assumed the 

ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

get the hang of it! 

Sailing around the South Ionian islands and more recently with husband 

Padraig and their daughters in Croatia are memorable experiences while 

ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ олŦǘΦ ŎǊǳƛǎŜǊ Ψ!ƴƴƛŜ .ŀƴƴƛŜΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ƻŎŎǳǇŀǘƛƻƴ ōŀŎƪ 

home. She did try a Topaz dinghy once but the comforts of cruising are the 

preferred option. 

Deirdre runs her own engineering design/CAD service, DSM Designs.  She 

also enjoys music, art, reading and drama. 
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DES DILLON ς Broadmeadows Facility 

Des joins the Committee this year for the first time 

and has taken on the mantle of Broadmeadows 

supervisor, a role which combines overseeing the 

maintenance of the existing facilities and contributing 

to the plans for the much-needed re-development of 

those facilities. As a resident of Sonesta, he could 

hardly be closer to the site! He started sailing in 

Malahide in 1990 when he joined the club and since 

then he has crewed on various cruisers in Class 1, 2 and 3, racing in club 

races and in open events. 

A Director of D & B Property Management Company Ltd, a UK firm 

involved in managing investment properties for Irish & UK investors, he is 

passionate about rugby...well, Munster Rugby to be precise. He can be 

found in the club during the Six Nations Championships urging the boys in 

green on to greater things! 

PETER CUNNING ς Dinghy Sailing Secretary 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

responsibility for Dinghy Sailing, working closely 

with Junior Affairs Officer Chris Shackleton and 

Sailing Development Officer Brian McDowell in 

encouraging more small boat racing on the 

Broadmeadows. 

He started sailing at six years of age on Carlingford 

Lough in leaky Mirrors and GP14s and joined MYC ten years ago. The 

Cunnings currently have five boats ς three Oppies (for the kids), a Topaz 

(for the whole family) and an ISO (for a much younger person than himself 

but great fun, he says!). He crews on any cruiser willing to take him and 

remembers well the 2008 MYC Regatta which had torrential rain, a plague 

of flies and wind from 10 different directions! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When he gets the time, he enjoys cooking and also anything electronic, 

which befits someone who works as a Systems Engineer with Hewlett-

Packard. 

IRENE DEVITT ς Bar Secretary 

Irene has never sailed yet her involvement with the 

Club stretches back to the early-80s shortly after her 

family first joined MYC. With her two sons becoming 

active on the junior sailing scene, she first got into 

club administration in the mid-80s and later filled 

ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ WǳƴƛƻǊ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ hŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ΨфлǎΦ 

{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ΨŜƴǘƛŎŜŘΩ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ Committee 

three years ago, this time as Bar Secretary. Her 

responsibilities in this position include co-ordination of diverse bar 

activities such as staff rosters, stock control and functions/rental 

ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴ ŎƻƴƧǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ .ŀǊ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘ tŀǘ hΩYŜŜŦŦe, as well as 

ƭƛŀƛǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ aŀǊȅ !ƴƎƭƛƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ 

A retired secondary school teacher, her interests include music (she is 

always one of the first members on the opera trips), theatre and travel, 

but above all else, family. 

Bar Opening Hours  

Monday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      Closed 

Tue, Wed, Thur  . . . . . . .  8pm till 11:30pm 

Friday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6pm till 11:30pm 

Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3pm till 11:30pm 

Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3pm till 8pm 

 

Bar Crew! 
 

The undisputed aim of MYC is obviously the promotion of sailing. However the hub of all the social activity is carried out 

in the bar area oŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ άŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅέ Ƴŀƛƴƭȅ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΣ ŀǇǇǊŀƛǎƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǎǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ 

grumbling about fellow sailors ς all, it is hoped, in a constructive and friendly fashion! The introduction of the Gold 

Fidelity Card and the recent reduction of prices across the board has made drinking in the club more attractive to our 

members in these difficult economic times. If you would like to hire space in the clubhouse for your private function let 

one of the bar team know. Pat or Irene will then bring your request to the House Committee for approval. For newer 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊΣ ƭŜŘ ōȅ .ŀǊ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘΣ tŀǘ hΩYŜŜŦŜ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ 

LǊŜƴŜ 5ŜǾƛǘǘΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ 9ƳŜǊΣ Dary, Niall, Stephan & Kate.  

 

                                                                    

                            Emer Somers                     Gary Hatch           Niall Carbery            {ǘŜǇƘŀƴ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ                  
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 Model 

Behaviour! 
 
Brendan hΩMoore 
crafted and built 
this amazing 
replica of the 
Mayflower over 
the last few years. 
This is not a kit - 

each piece was individually designed and crafted! Think of 
the hours and patience it must have taken. We hope to see 
it compete in the Wicklow Vase this year . . . ( if he can get 
the crew!). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Sail Training  

Weeks commencing  5th & 19th July 

Supervised sailing week on 2nd August 

Application forms on website! 

Junior Sailing 

With a new season starting up, the juniors and coaches 

are already in action with 420, Laser and Optimist training 

all now well underway. This summer we have two main 

courses starting 5th  and 19th July. Levels 1, 2 & 3 (Start 

Sailing, Basic Skills, Improving Skills) are being provided for 

on both courses and we have an option on the 1
st

 course 

to combine level 1 & 2 for the older or semi-experienced 

newcomer. ²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ όŎƻǳǊǎŜ нύ ŦƻǊ ŀ ά¢ŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ 

{ŀƛƭƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ у ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎ όƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ƻƴƭȅύ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ 

successful trial last year. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ пΩǎ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻΥ  

Level 4 - Adventure 1 ς (Course 1) Seamanship & Passage 

making, the course will straddle inner and outer estuary 

and include a substantial planned trip.  The main emphasis 

is on seamanship and it should be a great fun departure 

from pure racing and sailing triangles. 

Level 4 - Kites & Wires 1 ς ό/ƻǳǊǎŜ нύ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ 

greatly enjoyable course from last year.  This is a chance to 

sail high performance boats and learn all about Spinnakers 

ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀǇŜȊŜǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ пнл 

then you should definitely look at this course. 

We will be following up the main courses with a week of 
supervised sailing starting on 2

nd
 !ǳƎǳǎǘΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 

get out on the water and ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘΣ ōǳƛƭŘ 
up log book experience, have missing essentials re-
assessed or just have fun sailing in a safe structured 
environment. We also plan to run an early sailing week 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ όŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ǎƻƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜύΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƴ 
opportunity for you to meet the instructors, for them to 
assess your skill levels for the coming courses and advise 
ȅƻǳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴΦ 
 
All forms are available from www.myc.ie  or from Cora 
Garvey of DMG Sailsports at 8456946.  We expect courses 
will fill fast so to ensure that you get a place on your 
preferred course, please get your form in as soon as 
possible. 

- Chris Shackleton 
Junior Affairs Officer 

 

Upper Estuary Racing 

The first club race on the Broadmeadows may not be 

until the 10
th

 of April, but coaching sessions are now 

taking place every Saturday and Sunday. Optimists, 

[ŀǎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ пнлΩǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 

Topazes and maybe a few adult Laser sailors out if there 

is sufficient interest to organise groups. 

 Ciara Peelo and Fiona Dunleavy are looking after the 

advanced and intermediate Optimist group for Class 

Captain Fran Thompson. They are training on Sundays 

from 2.00 to 5.00. If you are interested in taking part and 

have a full wetsuit or drysuit, you can contact Fran on 

086 2546036 or franthompson@gmail.com 

Graeme Grant and Aidan McLaverty are coaching the 

Lasers and they train on Sundays from 10.00 until 5.00. 

We currently have sailors from Carlingford, Skerries and 

Rush training with MYC. It is intended to visit all of these 

clubs for some training sessions in the coming months. If 

anybody wants to join the Laser training they should 

contact Garrett Donnelly on 086 8594689 or 

gdonnelly@gmail.com  Again warm sailing gear is 

essential as the water is very cold this time of year.  

Graeme also coaches 420 sailors on Saturdays from 10.00 

to 5.00. We have a number of visitors coming from a 

number of clubs in the Dublin area, including a crew from 

the National Yacht Club. The club has 2 well maintained 

пнлΩǎ ŀƴŘ н W¸мрΩǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜ ōȅ 

members, free of charge, during coaching sessions, club 

races and training courses. Inquiries about using the 

пнлΩǎ ŀƴŘ W¸мрΩǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ me at 087-2327745 

or bmmcdowell@eircom.net 

- Brian McDowell 

 

http://www.myc.ie/
mailto:franthompson@gmail.com
mailto:gdonnelly@gmail.com
mailto:bmmcdowell@eircom.net
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Cruiser Racing 

Alas that time of the year has arrived, when we start 

thinking of getting back out on the water. 

This year we have introduced Friday evening racing, this I 

believe may be a first for Malahide, it was a decision made 

and ruled by the tides first and foremost and secondly 

skippers and crew maybe more inclined to socialise after 

ǊŀŎƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōƻŀǘ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜŜǘΣ ά9ȄǘǊŀ 

ǘƛƳŜέ - congratulations to Michael and Paul ArthuǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ 

the best of luck for the upcoming season. 

White sail (i.e. no Spinnaker) racing was slow to get off the 

ground in 2009, however this year we hope to start again 

with Saturday racing, all you non- racing Skippers come 

along and join us on the water, we promise you will not be 

disappointed. To help interested Skippers a course on basic 

racing rules and start procedures will be provided. Some 

cruising skippers enquired into their insurance policies 

regarding racing risks and to their surprise it is possible to 

update to racing risks without any additional expense. All 

handicaps will be recognised by the MYC handicap system 

so no need for ECHO cert. So with all that out of the 

ǿŀȅΧǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴΚ 

{ƪƛǇǇŜǊǎ 9/Ih κ Lw/ /ŜǊǘΩǎ can be obtained from the Irish 

ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŀƭƭ ŎŜǊǘΩǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

submitted one week before our first race.(No cert No 

points). We will also be forming a three man sub committee 

to help run the racing/Regatta. All Volunteers are welcome. 

I would now like to wish all the Skippers and crew the best 

of luck for the upcoming season and safe sailing. 

- Brian Stewart 

Diary Correction: 1st race is scheduled for 13:00, not 15:00! 

Cruising 

Hello all and welcome to a new year of Cruising! 

 The purpose of the cruising section is to collate ideas on 

Group sailing events that members can take part in.  The 

cruising section is open to all sailors who want to enjoy 

sailing in a relaxed and social environment.  Although, you 

ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀȅ ΧΦ   

ά²Ƙŀǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŀ ŎǊǳƛǎŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ wŀŎŜǊ ΚΚ ¢ƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōƻŀǘΗΗέ 

We had some great trips in 2009, but we want to make 

2010 even better!!  So what are the plans for this year so 

ŦŀǊΧΦΦ 

tŀŘŘȅΩǎ 5ŀȅ ς Wednesday 17
th

 March 

Short sail to blow the cobwebs away - weather permitting!  

The participants on the new Sailstart course are available 

and keen for the first practical sailing experience that day.  

So skippers let me know if you have a crew slot available for 

an enthusiastic newcomer to the club. 

Easter weekend 

Our first cruise of the year!!  No firm plans yet ς likely to be 

ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ 5ǳōƭƛƴ .ŀȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻƻ 

ambitious so early in season. Probably an overnight trip to 

Poolbeg or Dun Laoghaire. Suggestions for what you would 

enjoy are very welcome ς send to myccruising@gmail.com 

please. We are hoping to get some company in the form of 

fellow sailors from Dun Laoghaire or Clontarf for this one. If 

you know any enthusiastic members of neighbouring clubs, 

please invite them to join in. The more the merrier! 

Other events planned for later in the year: 

Friday 25th June ς Midsummers Night Cruise 

Sunday 4th July ς Independence Day Cruise and Social Event in club - 

American theme. 

Sunday 29th August ς tƛǊŀǘŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ Iǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ..v ƻƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ 9ȅŜ 

²ŜΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ overnight cruises on bank holiday 

weekends, and hopefully get boats out regularly during the 

season on a Sunday.  Again, we are hoping for participation 

from other local clubs for these cruises. 

More diary dates: 

²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōƘouse each 

month to discuss and plan forthcoming events.  Please do 

come along to these sessions ς skippers and crew - it will 

help us to understand what you want to get out of club 

cruising and properly gauge interest levels in things we 

ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΦ  ²ŜΩll be meeting once a month at 8.30 on 

Wednesdays on the following dates: 

21
st

 April ;  26
th

 May ; 30
th

 June ;  21
st

 July ; 25
th

 August 
 

So make sure you stay in the loop this year, and take part in 

all the great sailing that we have planned. Sign up for email 

updates by sending me an email to myccruising@gmail.com 

for inclusion on the distribution list. And keep an eye on the 

website for latest information and plans. The Cruising 

Association of Ireland will post details of forthcoming 

events for all the local clubs, so keep an eye on that one too 

:  www.cruising.ie 

- Brenda Kearns 

mailto:myccruising@gmail.com
mailto:myccruising@gmail.com
http://www.cruising.ie/
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 Profile on Junior Member 

I was eight years old when I joined Malahide Yacht Club. 
The first boat our family bought was a fibre glass Optimist, 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ Ψ{ƪƛƳƳŜǊΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘȅǇŜ 
of boat to start sailing in. My brother Alan also wanted to 
sail on the same summer course as me, so we had to rent 
ŀƴ a¸/ ƻǇǘƛƳƛǎǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ¢ƘŜ 
¢ǳōΩΦ 

The highlight of my summers then was sailing on Malahide 
Estuary on the summer courses. It was a lot of fun with 
games on the water mixed in with learning how to sail. A 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΦ 

Karl Howard was a 
big figure in my 
younger sailing 
days, along with his 
instructor team of 
Fred, Rory and Neill 
Scully. So I was 
honoured this year 
to receive the Karl 
Howard Memorial 

Trophy jointly with my good friend Aoife McKenna. It 
meant a lot to me. 

At the moment I am sailing a Topaz. I would like to move on 
to a Laser, as I feel there is a wider variety of racing 
available to Lasers that I could take part in. Through MYC I 
ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ōƻŀǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ пнлΩǎ ŀƴŘ W¸Ωǎ 
and learned to trapeze and the use of a spinnaker. 

I have been doing the summer courses for seven years now 
and have my ISA levels completed, so I hope to go on to 
instruct. I am doing my power boat driving course at the 
moment and hope to get qualified to use VHF radios 
shortly. In addition I hope to do a Rescue Emergency Care 3 
course this March, which will provide a knowledge of First 
Aid. 

I am very grateful to have such a safe sailing environment 
close by on the Estuary. I would recommend to anyone, 
young or old, to take up this great sport. There is a type of 
sailing for everyone. 

- Rachel Barrett  

 RNLI Activities 

Alongside the incredible work done by the brave RNLI 
Lifeboat crews, supported by the RNLI fundraising  
volunteers, there is a new training element of the RNLI, the 
Education Volunteers, who communicate with young 
people about sea and beach safety and the work of the 
RNLI.  

Since the RNLI was founded in 1824, its lifeboats have 
saved more than 137,000 lives. In 2009 RNLI lifeboats 

rescued 7,834 people - an average of 21 people per day.We 
are committed to helping young people stay safe. All our 
young people, whether they live inland or near the coast, 
need to learn how to stay safe by the sea. They may all find 
themselves in a difficult situation, whether they visit the 
beach every week or once a year. Four young people are 
rescued by the RNLI every day.  

 Our comprehensive education programme focuses on the 

wb[LΩǎ ƭƛŦŜǎŀǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ǎŜŀ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀŎƘ 

safety. All our services and products have been carefully 

planned with learning and teaching needs in mind. They are 

free to all organisations working with young people 

between the ages of 4 and 18.  RNLI Howth Branch has 

established a group of 24 schools both primary & secondary 

and our Education Volunteers visit these schools, and the 

students then visit the Howth Lifeboat Station. 

Portmarnock Community School, one of the secondary 

schools in the group, has incorporated the RNLI Transition 

Year Module into their course, and the students have been 

involved in fundraising, working with peer groups, and 

learning about the work of the RNLI crews through visits to 

Howth Lifeboat station.  Volunteers are always welcome to 

assist with these programmes and events. 

-  Rose Michael     

087 255 2726      Email: Rmichael@indigo.ie 

 

Photo courtesy of Nicholas Leech 

Upcoming RNLI events in Malahide: 

March 17th ς a¸/ Ƙƻǎǘǎ {ǘΦ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ Iƻǘ tŀŘŘȅ 

& Irish Coffee Morning.      12 noon ς 3.30 pm  

March 24 (Wed) ς Frock Swop @ MYC - 7pm ςbring 6 

items of clothing or accessories & swop them ! 

April 16, 17 & 18th ς RNLI Flag Days Malahide, 

Portmarnock & Swords  

 

http://www.rnli.org.uk/Shorething/Volunteers/Login/default.aspx
mailto:Rmichael@indigo.ie
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Meeting every Thursday night, they have been introduced to the basics of what you 

need to know to get out on the water and enjoy sailing with confidence. We now 

have an eager bunch looking to get out on dinghies, cruisers and keel boat racing. 

Jackie Fagan has stepped back into her old familiar role of liaising with new 

members with her usual enthusiasm. Together with these potential new members 

on the Sailstart course, Jackie has also taken under her wing other folks who have 

expressed an interest in joining the club and getting out on the water. Make sure 

you give a warm welcome to all the latest recruits to the club! 

 
Check out our website at www.myc.ie for regular updates on events and back issues of 

MASTHEAD 

If you would like to write an article or submit a photo,  or if you have suggestions for 

articles please contact Ciaran at ciaran.oreilly1@upcmail.ie 

Walking Group 

Malahide sailors tackled the circuit of Howth on foot on a recent cold 

January Sunday. Several skippers and crew set out from Howth at an 

enthusiastic pace along the cliff walk. En-route we picked up our 

commodore! Together we walked, chatted, picniced, slowed down 

and finally climbed back over the summit through the golf course 

back to the starting point at the Pier Head.  We had many stops along 

the way to identify features at sea ς markers, lighthouses, 

promontories ς in fact some would still be there arguing over 

subtleties of location!  Pleasant pints and warm surroundings in the 

Abbey Tavern led to suggestions of future walks. 

This was an inaugural attempt at establishing an MYC walking group 

(especially for when no-one is venturing out on the water over the 

winter months!) We hope to organise future walks. Watch out for 

further communications on meeting times and places. Already a walk 

around Broadmeadows and onto Donabate has been tested! 

- Brian McCarthy 

 
Sailstart  

In the winter months of 2009 Dave Farrell set out to re-invent 

our introduction to sailing course with the view to attracting 

newcomers to sailing and hopefully to entice new members 

into the club. We got a great group to sign up to the course. 

This picture was taken on the first night of the Sailstart course 

and was published in the Fingal Independent in early February, 

together with an excellent feature on the course.  

From Left to Right : Liam Schweppe, Dave Farrell, Brian Stewart, Jackie Fagan, 

Commodore Martin Clancy, Anne Farrell, aŀǊȅ hΩ/ŀǊǊƻƭƭ, CiaǊŀƴ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ ,   

Mary Godwin, Zenda Crowley, Brian Buckley, Patrick Flanagan, Helena Mulroe, 

Des McGovern, Paul Fay.                              (Photo courtesy of  Fintan Clarke) 

http://www.myc.ie/

